
 
 

Biographical Information 
  My name is Chris Ystad, I was born and raised in the small coastal community of Astoria 
Oregon.  I graduated from Pacific Lutheran University with a major in history and a minor in 
business.  While attending PLU I came to Sitka during summer break to work as a deckhand.  
During that summer I fell in love with the town and my wife Lisa.  Once I graduated in 2006, I 
permanently moved to Sitka working in the fishing industry in the summer, and construction in 
the winter months.  Lisa and I have been married for 13 years, we have two energetic young 
boys named Tanner and Trygve.  In 2017, Lisa and I decided to start our own business by 
purchasing our first commercial fishing vessel.  We all love getting outdoors and enjoying all 
Sitka has to offer, hiking, camping, fishing, hunting, and any one of Sitka’s playgrounds and 
parks.   
 
Advocacy Statement 
I am running for assembly to serve my fellow Sitkans.  Over the past few years, I have had a 
strong desire to represent my fellow fishermen, harbor users, and Sitkans in general.  I believe 
now is especially an important time to sit on the assembly and contribute because of the 
haulout project, an important piece of infrastructure to help ensure stability in Sitka’s economy, 
and the city’s new strategic plan.  I would like to be a part of helping the administrator develop 
and implement a strategic plan that will hopefully allow Sitka to flourish in the near future and 
for years to come.  I have a desire to address our housing and land shortage in Sitka, and I 
believe with our current city leadership we can make some much needed progress.  
 I have already been serving Sitka as a Port and Harbors commissioner and GPIP board 
member.  I have also been serving my fellow fishermen on the NSRAA, DIPAC and SEAS boards.  
My time served on these boards has given me the experience and tools I need to be an affective 
assembly member.  I would say one of my strongest attributes to being a good assembly 
member is my ability to listen and see all sides of an argument.  I’m also open minded, willing to 
take new ideas, suggestions, and criticism from others.  Being a business owner/captain, has 
given me a great appreciation for hard work, determination, and fiscal responsibility that I will 
bring to the assembly table.   
 


